Invasive pulmonary aspergillosis: retrospective case record review.
Invasive pulmonary aspergillosis is a severe infection, with a sharp increase during the last decades. Our study aimed at identification of the epidemiological characteristics of invasive pulmonary aspergillosis during a period of four years. All clinical records with pulmonary isolation of Aspergillus species were reviewed, as a part of surveillance program at Reina Sofia University Hospital, from January 1995 to December 1998. Diagnosis of invasive pulmonary aspergillosis was based on criteria of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Of the 50 patients identified 78% were males and 44% were current or ex-smokers. Chronic respiratory diseases were identified in 64% of them, and 60% were receiving immunosuppressives. Twenty percent of our patients had been subjected to lung transplantation and 28% to organ transplantation in general. Only 78% had received specific antifungal treatment and 56% had fatal prognosis. Our findings match with previous studies, apart from the high frequency of lung transplantation in our series. We recommend further studies on large prospective cohorts.